1 Thessalonians 2:5-8 (NIV)

You know we never used flattery, nor did we put on a mask to cover up greed—God is our
witness. 6 We were not looking for praise from people, not from you or anyone else, even though
as apostles of Christ we could have asserted our authority. 7 Instead, we were like young children
among you. Just as a nursing mother cares for her children, 8 so we cared for you. Because we
loved you so much, we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but our lives
as well.

Building a Life That Matters Means . . .
1 Peter 4:10 (NIV)

3. Building a life that matters means investing in the lives of people.
Anything that draws you away from people will ultimately draw you away from the heart of
God.

Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of
God’s grace in its various forms.

In ministry some people will burn you but some will ignite from the power of the Gospel!

1 Corinthians 3:10-15 (NIV)

In ministry your emotions and your actions don’t always have to be attached.

By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as a wise builder, and someone else is
building on it. But each one should build with care. 11 For no one can lay any foundation
other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 If anyone builds on this foundation
using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, 13 their work will be shown for what it is,
because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the
quality of each person’s work. 14 If what has been built survives, the builder will receive a
reward. 15 If it is burned up, the builder will suffer loss but yet will be saved—even though
only as one escaping through the flames.
1 Thessalonians 2:1-4 (NIV)

You know, brothers and sisters, that our visit to you was not without results. 2 We had
previously suffered and been treated outrageously in Philippi, as you know, but with the help
of our God we dared to tell you his gospel in the face of strong opposition. 3 For the appeal
we make does not spring from error or impure motives, nor are we trying to trick you. 4 On
the contrary, we speak as those approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel. We are
not trying to please people but God, who tests our hearts.
1. Building a life that matters means letting persecution propel you and not paralyze you.
John 15:20 (NIV)

Remember what I told you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me,
they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also.
2. Building a life that matters means being courageous concerning what matters most.

1 Thessalonians 2:9-13 (NIV)

Surely you remember, brothers and sisters, our toil and hardship; we worked night and day in
order not to be a burden to anyone while we preached the gospel of God to you. 10 You are
witnesses, and so is God, of how holy, righteous and blameless we were among you who believed.
11
For you know that we dealt with each of you as a father deals with his own children,
12
encouraging, comforting and urging you to live lives worthy of God, who calls you into his
kingdom and glory. 13 And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of
God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word, but as it actually is, the
word of God, which is indeed at work in you who believe.
1 Thessalonians 2:18-20 (NIV)

For we wanted to come to you—certainly I, Paul, did, again and again—but Satan blocked our
way. 19 For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the presence of our
Lord Jesus when he comes? Is it not you? 20 Indeed, you are our glory and joy.
4. Building a life that matters always means living with the end in mind.
(1 Thessalonians 5:1-2; 2 Corinthians 5:10)
The script reminds you that the King is coming and you are accountable!
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