Sunday, December 20, 2009

rship ¢ Stress for Simplicity ¢ Present

CHRISTMAS

Exchanging Our Presents for
His Presence

Matthew 1:18-25

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was
pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was
found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. *’Because Joseph her
husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public
disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. “°But after he had
considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and
said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your
wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. *'She will
give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he
will save his people from their sins." %All this took place to fulfill what the
Lord had said through the prophet: %"The virgin will be with child and
will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel"—which means,
"God with us." 2"When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the
Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. “But he had
no union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the
name Jesus.

Ephesians 3:16-18

I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power
through his Spirit in your inner being, ’so that Christ may dwell in your
hearts through faith. And I pray that you, be/ng rooted and established in
love, *®may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide
and long and high and deep is the love of Christ,

positions us for God'’s .

I Thessalonians 4:1-8

Finally, brothers, we instructed you how to live in order to please God, as
in fact you are living. Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to
do this more and more. *For you know what instructions we gave you by
the authority of the Lord Jesus. ’It is God's will that you should be
sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality; *that each of you
should learn to control his own body in a way that is holy and honorable,
°not in passionate lust like the heathen, who do not know God; °and that
in this matter no one should wrong his brother or take advantage of him.
The Lord will punish men for all such sins, as we have already told you
and warned you. “For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy
life. ®Therefore, he who rejects this instruction does not reject man but
God, who gives you his Holy Spirit.

I John 5:3-5

This is love for God. to obey his commands. And his commands are not
burdensome, *for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the
victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. *Who is it that
overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.

Pursuing purity means:

1. I will obey even when it is

2. T will obey even when it is

3. I will obey even when it doesn't
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