Wednesday, January 16,2008

Connected
Ephesians: Week 9

How the Church Works

Ephesians 4:7-16

But to each one of usgrace has been given as Chiist apporioned it. 8Thisis why it says: "When he ascended on high, he led captivesin his train
and gave gifts to men."9(What does "he ascended" mean except that he also descendedto the lower, earthly egions? ""He who descended isthe
very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in orderto fill the whole universe.) "It was he who gave some b be apostles, some to be
prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, "to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Chiist
may be built up Buntl we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge ofthe Son of God and becme mature, attaining to the whole measure of
the fullhess of Chiist. *Then we will no longerbe infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind ofteaching
and by the cunning and craftness of menin their deceitiul scheming. *Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up info him who is
the Head that is, Chiist. From him the whole body, joined and held together by evely supporting ligament, grows and buildsitself up in love, as
each part does itswork.

1. Understanding the of the church.

e The church is not here primarily to the evils of society, but it is here to
and de monstrate the power of God in Jesus Christ.

e Thechurch us from the dangers of reckless
e We are all charged with the task of maintaining (not creating) in the church.
2. Understanding your .
The power of the church lies in each
*  Ourgifts are used to the body. Christian understanding and ex ercising
e  Christ's gift to the church is people. their spiritual gift.
e [tis ourresponsibility to and that gift.
e The church begins to and exercise ifs impact and influence upon society when you
begin to your gift.

e The first gift that God gave the church was the gift of

1 Corinthians 9:15
But | have not used any of these rights. And |am notwrifing this in the hope that you will do such things or me. | would ratherdie than have anyone
deprive me ofthisboast

e God has given us the gift of the as a guarantee of our
, and he has given us a special ability to guarantee our service.

Romans 8:9
You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spiit, if the Spiritof God lives inyou. And ifanyone does not have the Spiiit of
Christ, he does not belong to Christ.

Romans 12:3-8

For by the grace given me | say o evely one of you: Do notthink of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober
judgment, in accordance with the measre offaith God has given you. “Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members
do not all have the same function, 5soin Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. ®We have different
gifts, according b the grace given us. If aman's gitt isprophesying, let him use itin proportion to his faith. "Ifitis serving, lethim serve; ifitis
teaching, let him teach; éifitis encouraging, let him enaurage; ifit is contributng to the needs of others, let him give generously; ifitis leadership, let
him govemn diligently; ifitis showing mercy, lethim do it cheerfully.

e Weneedto our giftedness, employ our giftedness, and then
our giftedness.




2 Timothy 1:6
For this reason | remind you to faninto flame the giftof God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands.

e The of our church and your joy and contentment as a Christian depend on
what you do with your

e Otherthan your , your spiritual gift is the most precious gift Christ
has given you.

3. Understanding the power to your gift.

Psalm 68:18
When you ascended on high, you led captivesin your train; you received gits from men, even from the rebelious—thatyou, O LORD God, might
dwel there.

e God us with gifts and he also
those gifts.
Ephesians 3:20

Now b himwho is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask orimagine, according o his power thatis atwork within us,

Ephesians 3:7
I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God's grace given me thiough the working of his power.

e Ourgifts are empowered by only.

Philippians 3:10
I wantto know Christand the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, beconing lke himin hisdeath,

e The only thing that can stop resumection poweris a of

Philippians 1:12-14

Now [want youto know, biothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel. ¥As a result, it hashecome clear
throughout the whole palace guard and to evelyone else thatl amin chainsfor Chiist. “Because of my chains, most ofthe brothers inthe Lord have
been encouraged b speak the word of God more courageously and fearessly.

e You will nevergrow in until you grow in the

Romans 10:17
Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message isheard through the word of Christ.

4, Keys to your gift.

e Heal broken

] God to reveal it.

John 157
If you remain in me and my words remain inyou, ask whateveryou wish, and it will be given you.

e |ncrease yourtime in the

e Getinvolvedina

e Aska what they see in you.

e  Find out what your is.

e Setup an appointment with a

e Finda to train under.

e  Submitto
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