Sunday, December 2, 2007

Week Two: Following A Star

Matthew 2:1-12

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magifrom the
east came to Jerusalem 2and asked, "Where is the one who has been born king ofthe
Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him." 3When King Herod
heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4+When he had caled together al
the people's chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ was to
be born. 5"In Bethlehem in Judea," they replied, "for this is what the prophet has written:
§"But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of
Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who wil be the shepherd of my people Israel.”
’Then Herod called the Magi searetly and found out from them the exact time the star had
appeared. 8He sent them to Bethlehemand said, "Go and make a carelul search for the
child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that | too may go and worship him." 9After
they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east
went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw
the star, they were overjoyed. 17On coming to the house, they saw the child with his
mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures
and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh. 12And having been
warned ina dream not to go back to Herod, they retumed to their country by another
route.

Isaiah 9:2
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the
shadow of death a light has dawned.

Part 1: First Responses to the Star

1. Feeling - Viewing Christand His kingdomin
with my own kingdom.
2. Acting with - Knowledge of God in the
that has never made its way to the
3. - Finding something greater than yourself to
to.

" Wise men still seek Him. ||

Part 2: Gifts for a Star

Psalm72:10-11
The kings of Tarshish and of distant shores wil bring tribute to him; the kings of Sheba
and Seba will present him gifts. 11All kings will bowdown to him and all nations will serve

him.

1. was a giftfitfor a king.

. recognize Christas sovereign Savior.

e Too many people want Jesus to in theirhearts but not

over their hearts.

2. was a giftfitfor a priest.

o Wise men recognize Jesus as their ultimate

Hebrews 4:14-15

Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus
the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15For we do not have a high
priestwho is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been
tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin.

Hebrews 10:11-12
Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and again he
offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 12But when this priest had
offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God.

e JesusisnotonlyKingto ___ us; He is a Priestto
us.

3. was a gift for one who would die.

o Wise men recognize that Christ was bom to so that we might die to

Isaiah 60:6
Herds of camels will cover your land, young camels of Midian and Ephah. And all fom
Sheba wil come, bearing gokd and incense and proclaiming the praise ofthe LORD.
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