Wednesday, November 28, 2007

Shine: Reflections of Glory
Week 1: A Star Is Coming, Part Il

Philippians 2:12-16

Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence—continue to
work out your salvation with fear and trembling, '3for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.
Do everything without complaining or arguing, '°so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a
crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe 6as you hold out the word of life—in order that | may
boast on the day of Christ that | did not run or labor for nothing.

I. A Star of Hope
Micah 5:1-2
Marshal your troops, O city of troops, for a siege is laid against us. They will strike Israel's ruler on the cheek with a rod. *"But you,

Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel,
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times."

e Knowing Christ is keeps us going.

IIl. A Star of Distinction

Isaiah 7:14
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.

e Christ defeated the and the to seal sin’s doom.

Isaiah 9:2
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.

Ill. A Star of Truth

John 8:12
When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "l am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will
have the light of life."

jg?uns 1a:rl)lsewered, "l am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.
A. When truth dawns, is found.
1. truth
John 1:29

The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”

2. truth

Luke 11:33-34

"No one lights a lamp and puts it in a place where it will be hidden, or under a bowl. Instead he puts it on its stand, so that those who
come in may see the light. **Your eye is the lamp of your body. When your eyes are good, your whole body also is full of light. But
when they are bad, your body also is full of darkness.

3. truth

Matthew 5:43-45a

"You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' **But | tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those
who persecute you, *that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends
rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.

4. truth




Luke 16:10-13
"Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be
dishonest with much. 'So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? 12And if
you have not been trustworthy with someone else's property, who will give you property of your own? 13"No servant can serve two
masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve
both God and Money."

B. Christ becomes the for how we view life. You cannot
see the world

IV. A Star of Peace

correctly apart

Isaiah 9:6
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. from
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. ]
esus.

A. Peace is found when we settle the issue of our hearts.

B. Christ's unique understanding of you allows Him to uniquely you.

Psalms 139:1-6

O LORD, you have searched me and you know me. 2You know when | sit and when | rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar.
3You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways. “Before a word is on my tongue you know it
completely, O LORD. 5You hem me in—behind and before; you have laid your hand upon me. €Such knowledge is too wonderful
for me, too lofty for me to attain.

1 Peter 5:7
Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.

C. Peace is a byproduct of knowing our

Matthew 18:1-4

At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, "Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?" *He called a little child and
had him stand among them. *And he said: "l tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter
the kingdom of heaven. “Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.

Child-Like Faith Is:
e Totally
e Desperately
e  Brutally
o without shame
.
D. Peace is learning to rest in the of

1. Christ loves

2. Christis completely

3. Christis already

E. Peace involves a

Isaiah 53:5-6

But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him,
and by his wounds we are healed. *We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has
laid on him the iniquity of us all.
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