The Price of Pride

October 21, 2007
1.

Week 6: Pride
2 Chronicles 36:11-16
Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem
eleven years. 12He did evil in the eyes of the LORD his God and did not humble himself before
Jeremiah the prophet, who spoke the word of the LORD. 13He also rebelled against King
Nebuchadnezzar, who had made him take an oath in God's name. He became stiff-necked
and hardened his heart and would not turn to the LORD, the God of Israel. 14Furthermore, all
the leaders of the priests and the people became more and more unfaithful, following all the
detestable practices of the nations and defiling the temple of the LORD, which he had
consecrated in Jerusalem. 15The LORD, the God of their fathers, sent word to them through his
messengers again and again, because he had pity on his people and on his dwelling place.
16But they mocked God's messengers, despised his words and scoffed at his prophets until the
wrath of the LORD was aroused against his people and there was no remedy.
Jeremiah 52:4-11
So in the ninth year of Zedekiah's reign, on the tenth day of the tenth month, Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon marched against Jerusalem with his whole army. They camped outside the city
and built siege works all around it. 5The city was kept under siege until the eleventh year of
King Zedekiah. 6By the ninth day of the fourth month the famine in the city had become so
severe that there was no food for the people to eat. 7Then the city wall was broken through,
and the whole army fled. They left the city at night through the gate between the two walls near
the king's garden, though the Babylonians were surrounding the city. They fled toward the
Arabah, 8but the Babylonian army pursued King Zedekiah and overtook him in the plains of
Jericho. All his soldiers were separated from him and scattered, 9and he was captured. He was
taken to the king of Babylon at Riblah in the land of Hamath, where he pronounced sentence
on him. 10There at Riblah the king of Babylon slaughtered the sons of Zedekiah before his
eyes; he also killed all the officials of Judah. 11Then he put out Zedekiah's eyes, bound him
with bronze shackles and took him to Babylon, where he put him in prison till the day of his
death.
2 Chronicles 36:19-23
They set fire to God's temple and broke down the wall of Jerusalem; they burned all the
palaces and destroyed everything of value there. 20He carried into exile to Babylon the
remnant, who escaped from the sword, and they became servants to him and his sons until the
kingdom of Persia came to power. 21The land enjoyed its sabbath rests; all the time of its
desolation it rested, until the seventy years were completed in fulfillment of the word of the
LORD spoken by Jeremiah. 22In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word
of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah, the LORD moved the heart of Cyrus king of Persia to make
a proclamation throughout his realm and to put it in writing: 23"This is what Cyrus king of
Persia says: " 'The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and
he has appointed me to build a temple for him at Jerusalem in Judah. Anyone of his people
among you—may the LORD his God be with him, and let him go up.' "

2.

Pride is ___________________________ ____________________

•

Pride says that I will live my _______________ on my _________________.

•

When the ______________________unplugs from the _____________________,
there is a train wreck coming.

Pride creates _________________________.

Psalm 138:6
Though the LORD is on high, he looks upon the lowly, but the proud he knows from afar.

3.

•

Pride creates distance with ______________ and with all other
__________________________________.

•

Pride will ultimately affect everyone under your ________________________.

Pride will eventually lead to a place of __________ _______________________.

•

There comes a time in life when the __________________________
______________________ go out.

Proverbs 16:5
The LORD detests all the proud of heart. Be sure of this: They will not go
unpunished.

•

Pride will ultimately bring God's ___________________________.

Revelation 3:19
Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and
repent.
Hebrews 12:5b-6
"My son, do not make light of the Lord's discipline, and do not
lose heart when he rebukes you, 6because the Lord disciplines
those he loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son."

God, because of
his love,
disciplines his
disobedient
children - not to
pay them back,
but to win them
back.

•

There is nothing in your life that God will spare in order to
get your ___________________________ and
____________________________.

•

The only way to avoid the _________________________ of God is to surrender
to the ______________ of God.

•

Everything under your ____________________________ is affected by pride.
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