Revelation 4:1-11

After this | looked, and there before me was a door standing open in heaven.
And the voice | had first heard speaking to me like a trumpet said, "Come up
here, and | will show you what must take place after this." At once | was in the
Spirit, and there before me was a throne in heaven with someone sitting on it.
And the one who sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian. A
rainbow, resembling an emerald, encircled the throne. “Surrounding the throne
were twenty-four other thrones, and seated on them were twenty-four elders.
They were dressed in white and had crowns of gold on their heads. °From the
throne came flashes of lightning, rumblings and peals of thunder. Before the
throne, seven lamps were blazing. These are the seven spirits of God. °Also
before the throne there was what looked like a sea of glass, clear as crystal. In
the center, around the throne, were four living creatures, and they were covered
with eyes, in front and in back. "The first living creature was like a lion, the
second was like an ox, the third had a face like a man, the fourth was like a flying
eagle. *Each of the four living creatures had six wings and was covered with
eyes all around, even under his wings. Day and night they never stop saying:
"Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come."
*Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor and thanks to him who sits on
the throne and who lives for ever and ever, "the twenty-four elders fall down
before him who sits on the throne, and worship him who lives for ever and ever.
They lay their crowns before the throne and say: """You are worthy, our Lord and
God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by
your will they were created and have their being."

l. A View from Above

A. The of the church is the next event on God's
calendar.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to
grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. *We believe that Jesus died and
rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have
fallen asleep in him. "*According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who
are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede
those who have fallen asleep. "For the Lord himself will come down from
heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the
trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. "’After that, we who are
still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet
the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. "®Therefore
encourage each other with these words.
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Why | Believe in the Rapture of the Church:

1. The Lord has promised for his
people.

Rev 3:10

Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, | will also
keep you from the hour of trial that is going to come upon the
world to test those who live on the earth.

2. Believers are not appointed to suffer

1 Thessalonians 5:9
For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation
through our Lord Jesus Christ.

3. The church is not mentioned in Revelation chapters

A View of the Throne
A. The Person on the Throne
1. Heaven's is a settled issue.

2. Christ's

is seen in perfect balance.

3. Christ is seen as the keeper of
4. The fire of the Spirit of God will or

The Persons around the Throne

1. The will all gather around the throne of
judgment.
2. They have and

in perfect balance.

3. Those around the throne are with sin.

C. The Praise around the Throne

1. demands praise.

2. Praise in heaven will not be
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